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The Association of Personal Injury Law yers (APIL) w as form ed by claim ant law yers w ith a 

view  to representing the interests of personal injury victim s.  The association is dedicated 

to cam paigning for im provem ents in the law  to enable injured people to gain full access 

to justice, and prom ote their interests in all relevant political issues.  O ur m em bers 

com prise principally practitioners w ho specialise in personal injury litigation and w hose 

interests are predom inantly on behalf of injured claim ants.  APIL currently has alm ost 

5,000 m em bers in the U K and abroad w ho represent hundreds of thousands of injured 

people a year.  

 

The aim s of the Association of Personal Injury Law yers (APIL) are: 

• to prom ote full and just com pensation for all types of personal injury; 

• to prom ote and develop expertise in the practice of personal injury law ; 

• to prom ote w ider redress for personal injury in the legal system ; 

• to cam paign for im provem ents in personal injury law ; 

• to prom ote safety and alert the public to hazards w herever they arise; and 

• to provide a com m unication netw ork for m em bers. 

 

APIL’s executive com m ittee w ould like to acknow ledge the assistance of the follow ing 

m em bers in preparing this response: 

D avid Bott – APIL Vice President; and 

Cenric Clem ent-Evans – APIL Executive Com m ittee M em ber. 

 

Any enquiries in respect of this response should be addressed, in the first instance, to: 

Katherine Elliott, Legal Policy O fficer 

APIL 

U nit 3 Alder Court 

Rennie H ogg Road 

N ottingham   

N G 2 1RX 

Tel: 0115 958 0585; Fax: 0115 958 0885; E-m ail: Katherine.elliott@ apil.org.uk  
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Introduction 

APIL is supportive of the m odernisation program m e conducted by the Court Funds O ffice 

(CFO ) to deliver long-term  transform ation of the m anagem ent of client funds by the CFO .  

We support any initiative to stream line or sim plify the Court Funds Rules 1987 w hich 

govern the m anagem ent and adm inistration of funds held in court. 

 

 Executive Sum m ary 

APIL w elcom es the opportunity to respond to the CFO ’s consultation regarding the 

m odernisation of the Court Funds Rules.  As w e generally support the proposals w e have 

subm itted a response of general com m ents rather than answ ers to specific questions. 

 

Consultation Response 

 

APIL understands from  the consultation that the Court Funds O ffice is attem pting to 

stream line, clarify and m odernise the Court Funds Rules and in general w e agree w ith the 

proposals. 

 

We do have som e suggestions on how  the process can be stream lined even further.  Part 2 

of the proposed new  rules, w hich relates to the depositing of funds in court, should allow  

for funds to be deposited at the Court Funds O ffice or court by BACS (as described in Part 

4 Paym ent out of a fund in court Rule 31).  Part 4 Paym ent out of a fund in court Rule 31 

defines BACS as, 

 

the method of payment in which money is transferred from one bank in the United 

Kingdom to another by means of an automated system.1 

 

This sim ple m ethod of paym ent could stream line and further sim plify the m ethod of 

paym ents into court under Part 2.  Part 4 paragraph 31 allow s for paym ents out of a fund 

                                                 
1 Court Funds Rules Stakeholder Consultation, Court Funds O ffice, Statutory Instrum ent 2011 N o. Senior 

Courts of England and Wales County Courts, England and Wales, The Court Funds Rules 2011 Part 4 Rule 

31.  
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in court to be m ade by BACS and so the m eans of im plem enting this suggestion already 

exist. 

 

We also suggest that at Part 4 Rule 29 there should be a specified tim e fram e in w hich the 

Accountant G eneral shall m ake any paym ent.  We propose that a reasonable period here 

should be five w orking days.  Part 4 paragraph 29 w ould then read, 

 

 The Accountant General shall make any payment within 5 working days of receipt of: 

(a) the payment schedule; or 

(b) the other authority for payment. 

 

We believe that this provides further clarification w hen interpreting the rules and w ill also 

create a standard procedure. 

 

- Ends - 

A ssociation of Personal Injury Law yers 

� Unit 3 Alder Court, Rennie H ogg Road, N ottingham , N G 2 1RX 
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