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Gray, representative for the Association of Personal Injury Lawyers (APIL), said the proposed scheme 

meant victims would receive substantially less compensation than they do at present, making it much 

“Compensating our victims of violent crime should not be just a token gesture,” said Stephen. “The 

compensation they receive should help them, as far as money can, to get back to the position they 

were in before they were injured.   

“The Government wants to bring compensation into line with that awarded in Great Britain, but this 

blinded, for example, would receive £65,000 less under the new proposals.”

With violent crime in Northern Ireland rising by nine per cent over the past ten years, Stephen says the 

need for adequate levels of compensation has never been greater.

so to cut them even further is unthinkable.  What message is this sending to the innocent people 

whose lives are ruined through violent crimes?,”  Stephen said.
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STATEMENT FROM THE ASSOCIATION OF PERSONAL INJURY LAWYERS (APIL) 
IN RESPONSE TO A GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION PAPER ON PLEURAL 
PLAQUES,   ANNOUNCED TODAY

The House of Lords ruling last year was a devastating blow for pleural plaques victims, 
and we were deeply disappointed the Lords refused to recognise the trauma and suffer-
ing caused by the condition.
 
The fact the Government is now consulting on this issue is testament to its importance, 
as the genuine trauma felt by those diagnosed with pleural plaques cannot be ignored.

“While the Lords’ decision was a financial victory for the insurance industry, it was at the 
expense of all those victims who had faith in our justice system,” said Denise Kitchener, 
APIL’s chief executive. “We welcome the Government’s move to consult on this issue.” 
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