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Gray, representative for the Association of Personal Injury Lawyers (APIL), said the proposed scheme 

meant victims would receive substantially less compensation than they do at present, making it much 

“Compensating our victims of violent crime should not be just a token gesture,” said Stephen. “The 

compensation they receive should help them, as far as money can, to get back to the position they 

were in before they were injured.   

“The Government wants to bring compensation into line with that awarded in Great Britain, but this 

blinded, for example, would receive £65,000 less under the new proposals.”

With violent crime in Northern Ireland rising by nine per cent over the past ten years, Stephen says the 

need for adequate levels of compensation has never been greater.

so to cut them even further is unthinkable.  What message is this sending to the innocent people 

whose lives are ruined through violent crimes?,”  Stephen said.
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Claimant lawyers have urged the Civil Justice Council (CJC) to show more imagination in its approach to costs, following closure of its consultation period on collective actions.

Amanda Stevens, president of the Association of Personal Injury Lawyers (APIL), said the organisation broadly welcomed the CJC's proposed new procedure for collective actions, but warned of a missed opportunity to address the funding issues which often cause group actions to collapse.

“There is no doubt that the procedure for dealing with collective actions in is need of a radical overhaul,” she said, “and we are pleased something is being done to address this.”

Stevens said that if the CJC's recommendations were given the go-ahead, the new mechanisms should have a broad remit and high level of flexibility, in order to cope with whichever judicial approach is deemed appropriate in a particular case.  

“It is important that any new procedures are flexible enough to fit all types of group actions, as this is not a `one size fits all' area.  We would also be extremely concerned if the costs issue was not explored further,” she added. “The CJC has suggested full cost shifting in all cases, yet there are other solutions which are much more viable. Why not let the judges use their discretion and examine different ways of dealing with costs  - perhaps at different stages of the action, for example?” 
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Note to editors:

APIL responded to the Civil Justice Council paper: Developing a more efficient and effective procedure for collective actions
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