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APIL Occupational Health Special Interest Group

Meeting on 7 October 2009

International Centre for Dispute Resolution

Minutes of Meeting

A. Occupational Health update from Stephen Glynn (Co-ordinator) and 
Daniel Easton (Secretary).  See handout.

B. Presentation on RSI/WRULD by Roger Hiorns, 9 Gough Square.  See 
handout.

C. Update on Employers Liability Insurance Bureau, Lorraine Gwinnut, 
APIL.

Noting that APIL has always supported the idea of a fund of last resort and the 
need for a database given the poor results presented from the ABI e.g. 2006/07 
results show 41% success rate for post-1999 traces, which should be 100%.

There is ministerial recognition the tracing code is not working.  Against this 
background Andrew Dismore MP presented his Private Members Bill for an 
Employers Liability Insurance Bureau.  At a similar time the All-Party Parliamentary 
Group on Occupational Health matters proposed a similar “ELIB” along the lines of 
the MIB.  Both have been supported by APIL. 

July 2009 saw a review of the code figures which do not change APIL’s stance.  
There are also comments in Parliament from Jack Straw recognising the need to 
support those unable to trace insurers.

It has become apparent the DWP and ABI have been doing work together on the 
development of a database without claimant consultation.  APIL has voiced its 
concerns.

The government has also recently responded to a No. 10 petition started by the 
Daily Mirror “Asbestos Time Bomb”, recognising there are strong arguments for 
ELIB.  

In the last couple of months APIL, with an asbestos working group, has developed 
a proposal along the same lines as the all-party Parliamentary group, similar to the 
MIB but without the administrative/procedural problems that the MIB seems beset 
by.  In short the intention is an ELIB set up by statute administered/overseen by the 
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government (not FSA or ABI) in combination with a database with all historical and 
future insurance information.

APIL needs case studies demonstrating lack of ABI response, lack of insurer, 
failure of the tracing code in general.

Case studies to be emailed to Abi Jennings or Lorraine Gwinnut.

D. EC update from Karl Tonks:

1. Claims process for RTA claims with quantum between £1,000 and £10,000.  
Implementation date for new rules expected to be April 2010.

2. Jackson review of costs.  Interim report already published and final report 
due by the end of December.

3. Damages – consultation paper published two years ago.  Government 
response recently was disappointing.  No increase recommended for 
general damages/bereavement damages.

4. Coroners and Justice Bill – reached the Committee stage before recess and 
hopefully will be sorted out before the general election introducing a new 
Coronial system, hopefully reaching consistency across the country and 
assisting with funding issues.

5. Third party capture – reminder to APIL members to give examples of case 
studies to APIL of third party capture.  Numerous examples already 
concerning Quinn Direct, but other examples are needed from other 
insurers.  Most examples are RTA, but some employers liability examples 
are coming to light.

Meeting closed.


