
Notes of Devon and Cornwall Regional Meeting 

 

04.10.2010 

 

At the Devon Hotel Matford near Exeter 

 

Chris Thorn (Regional Coordinator) opens the meeting at 4:35pm and introduces 

Denise Kitchener Chief Executive of APIL to bring us up to date with news from the 

executive committee. Denise concentrated initially on our response to Lord Young’s 

report and outlined APIL’s “top lines” regarding Lord Young’s comments. 

 

Denise said that a position paper had been put together outlining APILs areas of 

agreement and disagreement with Lord Young. As far as agreement is concerned, it is 

mainly that we agree that health and safety consultments should be regulated. 

 

Denise also discussed APILs response to the RTA portal and called for members to let 

APIL know how they were getting on with it. 

 

Denise also said there was a call for an Employers Liability Insurance Bureau to pick 

up any uninsured claimants and put out a call for case studies of people who suffered 

as a result of asbestos exposure after 1972.  

 

On the question of clinical negligence she described meetings that APIL had had with 

the NHS LA. 

 

Regarding damages she reaffirmed that APIL’s position was that the damages were 

too low and various law commissions had demonstrated this and she put out a request 

that we talk direct to clients regarding the level of damages and proposals in the 

Jackson Report. 

 

Denise explained that there was a civil justice review in Scotland relating to funding 

and another one in Northern Ireland. 

 

Regarding the CICA Denise expressed concern about the position, the delays and the 

availability of funds. 

 

At about 4:50 his Honour Judge Barry Cotter QC entered the room and delivered his 

talk on “how to lose or damage a personal injury claim”. 

 

Judge Cotter’s notes are available to the membership but he stressed that he did have 

very extensive personal injury experience and that his priorities were to manage 

litigation in a cost effective and efficient way. He gave good practical tips on his 

approach to litigation and indicated that in his view because of infant approvals would 

not cover the attendance of counsel excepting exceptional cases and also he pointed 

out that he was seeing an increased assault on issue based costs in smaller value cases 

he said this was a circuit campaign by large insurers it was a definite trend he had 

noticed. Judge Cotter took questions from the floor and the meeting closed at 6pm. 


