MEETING OF WALES REGIONAL GROUP CARDIFF

30TH JUNE 2011

16 Attendees

EC member Michael Imperator gave EC update and then spoke on the latest position in respect of the implementation of the Jackson Reforms and also the current consultation going through the Courts.  MI reported that some significant part of the Jackson Reforms were not envisaged as coming into effect under the bill going through Parliament.  Significantly there is no 10% uplift in general damages.  Qualified costs shifting is not included.  Referral fees are not excluded.  The main issue is going to be in respect of the capping of success fees and non recoverability of ATE premium.  It was the latter which the membership were most concerned about.  MI then reported on the consultation for dispute resolution which had just concluded today.  MI went through APIL’s submission in some detail.  There was discussion about extending the MOJ RTA process to allow for higher settlements and also to extend it to other areas of PI law.  The meeting were not impressed at suggestions of increasing the levels.  It was accepted that in theory, if liability is admitted, the process could be applied to other areas of law but the meeting agreed with APIL’s position that the system would have to be entirely different to the MOJ RTA process.  Also some fundamentals which were already in place and assisted the MOJ RTA process would have to be put in place for other forms of PI claims.  For example there would have to be some sort of insurance policy database for EL cases.  It was emphasised that for cases that are likely to drop out of any MOJ RTA enlarged scheme, there has to be significant disincentive.  If fixed fees are introduced, there wouldn’t be such an incentive.
Further discussion about new Wales Clin Neg system. Members v critical and worried that will be bad news for claimants.

There was a discussion in respect of mediation with APIL Wales Regional Coordinator Brian Dawson emphasizing the need for it to be considered and how it can be effective in PI cases.  BD also gave a brief update on some recent costs cases of interest.
