
MINUTES
DATE: 20th September 2011

SUBJECT: New to PI Group Meeting

LOCATION: Bloomsbury Hotel, London

ATTENDEES: Patrick Allen, Frances McCarthy, Jonothan Wheeler, 8 Group Members, Laura Murphy (Coordinator) and Kimberley Newman (Secretary)

Frances McCarthy, head of the Personal Injury Department at Pattison & Brewer provided the Group with a talk entitled ‘How to Run a CMC’.  The talk was a practical guide not only to the running of CMCs but all interlocutory Applications and Hearings.  
Frances provided very useful hints and tips as to the making of successful applications, preparation before attendance at hearings and good methods of keeping the judge ‘on side’ through the use of a good case summary and thorough preparation.  Frances also provided the Group with helpful advice following her own experience of telephone hearings.

Patrick Allen, Senior Partner at Hodge Jones & Allen provided the Group with ‘General Tips for a Successful PI Career’ which included a very interesting outline of his own career, an overview of the development in this area of law and a look towards the future and the approach of fixed costs.  Patrick gave discussion regarding the exciting variety of work that PI law has to offer, consideration of the impact that politics have and the effect this has and will have on our work in the future.  

Patrick provided tips for success for assertive pro-active litigators and also warned of the pit falls to be avoided in a busy but successful PI career.

Jonothan Wheeler, Partner with Bolt Burdon Kemp provided the Group with an EC Update.

Topics covered included an update on the current status of the Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Bill, with a plea for members of the Group to continue lobbying their MPs and local newspapers, discussion of the proposed new Clinical Negligence low value cases scheme, with more information on that area to follow in the near future, and the Employers’ Liability Tracing Office which has replaced the previous voluntary Employers' Liability Code of Practice (ELCOP) tracing service.
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