MINUTES
DAMAGES SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP

Date:

23 October 2012 




Start:

5.30pm
Location:

The Bloomsbury Hotel, London

Attendees:

Edwina Rawson – Group Co-ordinator




Ben Posford – Group Secretary




Elizabeth-Anne Gumbel QC, 1 Crown Office Row – Speaker



Susan Filson, Consultant Chartered Physiotherapist – Speaker



Jonathan Wheeler, APIL EC Member – Speaker




Plus 50+ others

1. Introduction

The Group Co-ordinator opened the meeting by thanking everyone for attending and introduced the speakers.

2. Speaker One

Lizanne Gumbel QC spoke to the group about “Presentation and content of claimant schedules”.  Her talk was accompanied by printed notes which were handed out.
Some of the highlights of the talk included:
· Judges are not keen on schedules prepared in Excel – font size too small!

· Best to include PSLA and interest in final schedule

· Always list past losses first, then deal with future losses

· Re gratuitous care, try to hold out for full rates when C is severely disabled, despite the NHSLA nearly always trying to knock off 33%

· D’s at present not generally pushing for contested hearings over Roberts v Johnstone (RvJ)/ accommodation claims

· An alternative to RvJ calculations, and especially if the discount rate falls, is to plead that the claimant will live in a fully adapted rental flat – such properties are available in London which already have wet rooms etc.  Annual rental cost can be as high as £80,000
· Holiday claims – beware to make sure the airline you quote allows the passage of wheelchairs

·  Don’t forget about assistive technology claims

3. Speaker Two

Sue Filson then spoke to the group about “Contentious issues in quantifying physiotherapy claims”.  Her talk was accompanied by Powerpoint slides. 
Some of the highlights of the talk included:
· Extra physio sessions are usually needed to train carers – often forgotten

· C’s often need a physiotherapist with a real speciality in seating & posture

· Private seating assessments are best, rather than relying on what the wheelchair service have come up with

· The difference between aquatic therapy, water-based exercise and swimming

· The benefits of aquatic therapy include a psychosocial element – there are proven benefits to full immersion, particularly where there is a high degree of spasticity

· Sue showed an excellent film demonstrating the benefits of aquatic therapy on very severely disabled individuals

4. Update on Current EC activities within APIL

Jonathan Wheeler then provided an update on current EC activities within APIL, to include updates concerning the portal extension, the absence of any firm rules as yet regarding the referral fee ban and the Jackson reforms due to be implemented in April 2013.
Close:

approx 7.30pm, which was followed by a buffet and wine.
