MINUTES
DAMAGES SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP

Date:

11 April 2013 




Start:

6.00pm
Location:

The Bloomsbury Hotel, London

Attendees:

Ben Posford – Group Secretary




Stuart McKechnie, 9 Gough Square – Speaker 1




Matthew Hughes, Dorset Orthopaedics  – Speaker 2





Stuart Kightley, APIL EC Member – Speaker 3




Plus 36 others

1. Introduction

The Group Secretary opened the meeting by thanking everyone for attending and introduced the speakers.

2. Speaker One

Stuart McKechnie spoke to the group about loss of chance claims.  His talk was accompanied by a comprehensive set of printed notes which were handed out.
Some of the highlights of the talk included:
· Overlooking loss of chance claims means claimants do not always recover the full potential of their damages claim
· As much expert and witness evidence as possible is needed to establish a loos of chance claim, which cannot be merely speculative.

· Loss of chance claims often not suitable, but are where the claimant could have earned significantly more than their baseline earnings claim but for the accident

3. Speaker Two

Matt Hughes from Dorset Orthopaedics then spoke (in place of David Hills who had to pull out at the last minute) about the latest developments in prosthetics and orthotics.  His talk was accompanied by excellent Powerpoint slides and videos. 
Some of the highlights of the talk included:
· Following its release in about January 2012, the Otto Bock “Genium” lower limb prosthesis has been very popular with above-knee amputees.  It uses momentum and is very stable.
· Otto Bock’s new powered knee costs about £60,000 – out recently.  Still quite noisy and in need of further development to really catch on.

· i-walk have brought out a bionic foot.  Not known whether this could be used in conjunction with an Otto Bock lower limb component, but it is expected Otto Bock may want to release their own bionic foot.

· i-limbs are using electronic sensors to good effect.
· Hands and Limbs are getting more functional as amputees are generally becoming less self-conscious following the success of the Olympics and Para-Olympics.

· Dorset Orthopaedics fitted the UK’s first Otto Bock Michelangelo Hand at the beginning of 2013: pro-digits are developing very well.
· TMR (Target Muscle Reinnervation) combines surgery with prosthetics, and will be needed sometimes to optimise the functionality of specific components.

· In the field of orthotics, matters are not developing quite so fast, but nevertheless huge strides have been taken with silicone protective casings (eg where there has been a degloving injury on the leg) and carbon fibre orthotics.

· Where a partial prosthesis is needed, again silicone is playing an ever-increasing role.  Although not breathable, if the silicone is fitted perfectly then it does not cause sweatiness.

· Matt had various conponents with him which were handed round the group to feel and inspect.

4. Update on Current EC activities within APIL

Stuart Kightley then provided an update on current EC activities within APIL, to include updates concerning the extension of Fixed Recoverable Costs, differing transitional provisions relating to the recent reforms, problems with the model Law Society CFA (needs to be tailored for each case type, and especially for clinical negligence), and the need for the clients of members who have succeeded in employers liability claims to agree to be case studies where they would have lost their claim if the government removed civil liability or strict liability from a breach of health and safety regulations.
Close:

approx 7.55pm, which was followed by a buffet and wine.
