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ATTENDEES: 
16 (not all signed sheet)

1. Subject title: 
Liability issues for cycle injury lawyers
Paul Kitson of Slater & Gordon gave an excellent talk on cycle injury law.  He began by discussing cycling safety in general, with reference to the recent spate of cycling deaths in London.

Numerous liability issues were considered in the talk including cycle helmets & contributory negligence, high visibility clothes for cyclists, cycle lanes and motorists opening their doors into the path of cyclists.  Consideration was given to public liability issues – namely defects in the road, such as potholes, and how they can be defended under S58 of Highways Act 1980.

The meeting then moved to questions on the following topics: are drivers negligent for the acts of passengers; what ways can a local authority’s S58 defence be challenged; how to include expert evidence in public liability cases to be on the same footing as the defendants as their officers will give ‘semi-expert’ evidence.

Colin Ettinger then provided the EC update.
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