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West v Stockport NHS Foundation Trust

Key guidance from the Court of Appeal on 
costs recovery

This webinar reviews the important Court of Appeal judgment in West v Stockport NHS 
Foundation Trust, giving important guidance to help practitioners with costs recovery, 
including:

-  What does proportionality mean?

-  What steps can practitioners take to ensure that, and demonstrate, costs are proportionate      
   so as to assist on recovery at detailed assessment or in negotiations?

-  Can the Court reduce the recoverable element of ATE premiums in clinical negligence   
   claims?

-  What advice and information needs to be given to clients about ATE cover and costs?

-  What information or evidence will be required about ATE on assessment of costs?
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John McQuater qualified as a solicitor in 1983 and is a partner at Atherton Godfrey, Doncaster, 
where he is head of litigation with overall responsibility for the personal injury, clinical 
negligence, employment and dispute resolution teams. 

He is a member of the Law Society Clinical Negligence Accreditation Scheme and of the Law 
Society Personal Injury Accreditation Scheme and also an assessor for that scheme.  He is a 
member of the APIL Clinical Negligence Specialist Accreditation Scheme and an assessor for 
that scheme.

He is a member of the Association of Personal Injury Lawyers, with accredited status as a senior fellow.

He was elected to the APIL executive committee in 2005, was APIL president from 2009 to 2010, then re-elected to 
the executive committee in 2012 before being elected as APIL secretary in 2016. He is also a member of the Forum 
of Complex Injury Solicitors, the Professional Negligence Lawyers Association, the Law Management Section of the 
Law Society, the South Yorkshire Medico-Legal Society and the Solicitors’ Association of Higher Court Advocates.

He provides professional training on a range of subjects including procedure, practice management, occupiers’ 
liability, contributory negligence, clinical negligence and evidence as well as regular updates on developments in the 
law.  He has chaired sessions, and spoken, at many conferences including APIL annual conferences, APIL clinical 
negligence conferences, the APIL catastrophic injuries conference and APIL business conferences.  


